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1. Aligning the stars

An expanding academic institution opening up to the world
10 faculties, more than 20 000 students. . .

A dedicated team of librarians passionate about Open Access
Paul Thirion (head librarian).
Major challenges related to subscription costs and the ‘prestige’ of leading publishers.

Bernard Rentier (arguably the most influential)
A vice-president, then president (from 2004 to 2015), strong advocate of Open Access.
He was a strong advocate for the creation of the University’s Open Repository (ORBi)
He founded and chaired EOS - Enabling Open Scholarship (an international association
promoting Open Access to scientific publications in universities, now disbanded).
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1. Aligning the stars – ULiège (2023)

Figure 1:
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1. Aligning the stars – Bernard Rentier (source: Wikipedia)
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1. Aligning the stars – EOS
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1. Aligning the stars – EOS
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2. The start of open science at the University of Liège

In 2001, members of BICfB association (Bibliothèque Interuniversitaire de la
Communauté française de Belgique/Interuniversity Library of the French Community of
Belgium) launched the first Open Access institutional directory initiative: BICTEL/e
(for PhD thesis).
Initially, the focus was on Open Access rather than Open Science.
In 2004, BICfB was considering the possibility of organizing institutional repositories at
university academy level.
From 2005, several conferences (inside the university) on the problem of journal costs. . .
and the obsession with the IF (large audience).
Intensive discussions on potential solutions.
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3. PoPuPS – the first OA project

PoPuPS is the golden way OA-Diamond solution of the university of Liège for Journals
(created and managed by the library).

Its story began in 2004 with a proof of concept study: an online journal platform for all
Belgian French-speaking universities (7).
As this study did not result in a funding decision, the library of the University of Liège
decided to create its own portal, based on Lodel Open Source software (by revues.org)
platform.
In September 2006, PoPuPS publish five titles online.
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3. PoPuPS – home page
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3. PoPuPS – basics

The main goals are:
To offer editors a simple, cost-effective solution for publishing and distributing their
journals or conference proceedings.
To give editors full editorial autonomy and independence, and with maximum visibility.
To be a journal incubator or enable existing journals to switch easily to open electronic
distribution.

Journal editors who decide to publish with PoPuPS have to:
Strictly adhere to the key principles of scientific quality.
Publish content at least once a year.
Offer their services free of charge to authors (no APC!).
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3. PoPuPS – key figures
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3. PoPuPS – the catalog
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3. PoPuPS – visibility of journals, what we are doing. . .

DOI (Digital Object Identifier) via Crossref.

Search engines:

Google Scholar.
Google, Bing, Yahoo.
Central Discovery Index (used with Primo and Summon discovery solutions).
Isidore (for titles in the humanities and social sciences).

Knowledge bases:

EBSCO (A-to-Z).
Ex Libris ProQuest (SFX KB, Alma Community Zone and 360Link).
Mir@bel (of which ULiège Library is a member).
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3. PoPuPS – current projects

Improving the quality of the processes and information provided by all journals.

Use of Quéro (Editorial Quality Criteria - thanks Françoise!) during Workshops.

Support journals in integrating:

DOAJ (8/27).
Sherpa-Romeo (3/27).
Others (Bibliographic databases, Scopus. . . ).

Anticipate the transition to Lodel 2 and:

Continue using lodel.
Use OJS (used for 3 titles) but development to improve online posting of articles in html.
Use Kotahi (Coko foundation) but little community of users and still under development.

There is a need to review the editorial models of journals, some of which date back to
2007.
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3. PoPuPS – the editorial model with Lodel
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3. PoPuPS – OJS?
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3. PoPuPS – Kotahi?
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4. Creation of ORBi (Open Repository and Bibliography)

ORBi is the green Open Access solution of the university of Liège (created and managed by
the library).

First budget allocated by BICfB.
DSpace open-source software (MIT).
2007: “Liège model” = linking institutional repository with researcher evaluation. Only
deposited publications are taken into account.
Over 90% deposit of institutional publications.
Dissemination:

ORBilu in 2013 (University of Luxembourg).
ORBiMons in 2022 (Mons University).

When people talk about ULiège, it’s more for ORBi than for PoPuPS!
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4. ORBi – home page and key figures
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5. Other OS achievements – DONum (Digital Object Repository - 2009)
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5. Other OS achievements – Matheo (Master Thesis Online - 2014)
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5. Other OS achievements – e-publish (Open Books Publishing - 2019)
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5. Other OS achievements – DMPonline (Data Managment Plan - 2021)
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5. Other OS achievements – PeriscOApe (OS observatory - 2023)
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5. Other OS achievements – Dataverse (Open Data Repository - 2023)
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6. International positioning (Main)

ULiège
Founding and chairmanship of EOS (2009-2012).
University is a full member of EUA (European University Association).
Observer member of EOSC via the Rectors’ Council. Our head librarian (Paul Thirion) is
one of the two representatives.
University is member of COARA (Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment).

ULiège Library
Is member of OPERAS (SIG Tools & Platforms), Mir@bel and Repères networks.
Actively participates in establishing a Belgian network of OA diamond journals: Reliade.
COARA project underway (creation of a new international diamond OA journal).
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6. International positioning – COARA
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6. International positioning – OPERAS
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6. International positioning – Mir@bel
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6. International positioning – Repères
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7. The ULiège Open Science Roadmap (2024)
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7. The ULiège Open Science Roadmap (2024)

The university has made 63 commitments to:
Support scientists.
Increase Open Access.
Develop Open Data.
Support Open Software.
Support Open Education.
Develop Citizen Science.
Pay attention to Evaluation and Integrity.
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7. The ULiège Open Science Roadmap (2024)

Prepared by:
ULiège Library.
RISE (Department for Research & Innovation Support).

Approved on January 2024 by the Board of Directors of ULiège (after two years of
preparation/negotiation).
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8. In conclusion

To go forward, you need:

It’s essential to have the right people, at the right time, in the right place.
Strong networks.
Resources (human and financial). . . but we don’t have enough of them.

It is important to train and communicate:

Courses for students.
Training for PhD candidates.
Special days (Open Science day. . . ).
Website, messages, flyers. . .

At ULiège, the library has played and continues to play a pivotal role in advancing Open
Science!!
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Thank You for Your attention!1

1these slides where created with a Markdown file, Beamer and Pandoc
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